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Run ye to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, and sce now, and ‘know, and 
seek in the broad places thereof, if ye can find a man, if there be any that executeth 


judgment, that seeketh the truth. —Jeremiah, v. 1. 
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‘NATIONAL DOMESTIC MISSIONA- 
RY SOCIETY.” 

In the Reformer of February, we 
noticed a proposition for a ** National 
Tract Society,” with a contemplated ap- 
propriation of 50,000 dollars, to erect 
a suitable building to carry on its opera- 
tions! A writer in the Boston Recorder 


Vand Telegraph, has since come forward 


with a proposition for a “ National 
“Domestic Missionary Society.”’ * The 
‘€ircumstances,’”’ says he, “of a very 
large part of our beloved country, im- 
periously call for such an institution 


Puch a Society is needed to render the 





and system cf benevolent enterprise | 
| 


which the present age is distinguish- 
complete, and in the highest degree 


Gficient.”” He continues: 
* «To the American Bible, Tract, 


Education, Sunday School, Coloniza- 
tion, and Foreign Mission Societies, 
Should be superadded, ‘7‘.e American 
Domestic Missionary Society,’ to aid fee- 


ble congregations in supporting the in- | 
Our | 
great National Societies deserve, with- | 
‘Out exception, a far more liberal and 


‘stitutions of our holy religion. 


_@xtensive patronage than they have 
€ver received. But augment their re- 
Sources ever so much, extend their 
Operations ever so far, they cannot 
meet the exigences of our feeble con- 
gregations, stretching from Maine to 
Missouri, aud from the great Lakes to 
the Atlantic. The Domestic Mission- 
ary Societies of Maine, of Massachu- 
~ setts, of Connecticut, of New York, of 
PPiesburgh of the General Assembly 

"of the Presbyterian Church, of Rich- 


ay mond, North Carolina, and Charles- 





"ton, oS. <. 








of] have done much for the spiritual 
benefit of the destitute within their re- 
spective bounds. But they have not, 
they cannot, meet the necessities of our 
feeble churches.” “They give the enemy 
fare other sects here meant?] some 
terrible thrusts; they compel him to 
retreat; but they do not retain the 
possession of his strong holds, for 
they are unable to maintain a ‘ warfare 
at their own charges.’ ”’ [That 1s, are 
not furnished with sufficient mouey to 
carry on the war. ] 


After speaking of those who live 
within the * sound of the church-going 
bell,”? and who “fare permitted to sit 
under the constant croppings of the 
sanctuary,’ he proceeds: 


“The United Domestic Missionary 
Society of New York, has been form- 
ed on the plan 1 am recommending. 
Could this Society command an annual 
income of 100,000 dollars, I believe it 
could all be expended to excellent ad- 
vantage on the feeble congregations, 
and destitute portions of our vast Re- 
public. Such an expenditure would 
give a new and delightful aspect to the 
moral and religious character of our 
country. The Domestic Missionary 
Society of Massachusetts seems to be 
extending a liberal hand to the feeble 
within its bounds. Connecticut and 
New York are building up their waste 
places. But I repeat the inquiry,— 
Who is to repair the desolations in 
Maine, New Hampshire and Vermont? 
And especially, who is to transform 
the moral wilderness in Indiana, in Il- 
linois, in Tennessee, in Alabama, in 
| Georgia, in the Carolinas, and Vir- 





[none but Congregational | ginia, into the garden of the Lord? 


and P; esbyt rian are made any account || A little army [5000 according to Ly- 


Vor. VI. 4 
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man Beecher’s reckoning, }-of skilfal 
workmen will be needed.” 

[This strain of writing is so common in 
this day, that we forbear making any com- 


= 


ments. | 
{rom the Boston Recorder and Telegraph.) 
EDUCATION FOR THE MINISTRY. 

“ Messrs. Editors.—I have a few 
thoughts, which I wish to suggest, on 
the subject of the gratuitous education 
of young men for the gospel ministry, 
which, if you think they may not re- 
tard, but ultimately factitate the work, 
you have my liberty to insert in your 
estimable paper. Having been the de- 
voted friend of this species of charity, 
and having plead its cause with all the 
eloquence I could summon, I am the 
more alive to every obstacle that may 
lie in the way of its advance, and its 
ultimate triumph. The cause, I know, 
is as near my heart as ever. 
are some thoughts that begin to be en- 
tertained on the course pursued, that 
ought to be made known. 

‘‘T believe it to be a fact, that the 
exertions made by Education Societies, 
and otherwise, have already filled the 
ranks of the ministry, to the full ex- 
tent, not of the territory to be evan- 
gelized, but of the means of support- 
ing them. When we hear of so many 
congregations destitute, in such a ter- 
ritory, and so many in such a territory, 
who are abd/e to support the gospel, it 
will be recollected that it is not said 
they are willing: and the fact, what- 
ever bias may be given the subject by 
some person interested in holding up 
the character of the congregation—the 
fact will often prove to be, that the 
congregation thus reported, will not 
engage to raise for any length of time 
one third the sum requisite for the sup- 
port of the ministry. 

“« Now if things be as I have stated, 
then what is the remedy? The ground 
I have always taken, in the little efforts 


But there | 


what was the most pressing object, and 
there have bent my efforts. A few years 
since, the education of pious youth held 
the most prominent place in the list of 
charities, —and it may hold the same 
place again, when a very few years 
have elapsed; but at the present mo- 
ment, I am prepared to say, as you 
will infer from what has been said, 
that our effort should be to dispose of 
those who have already been educated. 
Hence the subject of Domestic Mis- 
sions holds at present a high ascenden- 
cy in my regards. The ministers that 
we have now on hand, if I may use 
such a phrase, are all wanted and thou- 
sands more. But let us spend a few 
months in locating those we have. Let 
the pious pour their treasures into the 
hands of those Societies which are em- 
ployed in building up the waste places, 
| not withdrawing a single mill from the 
education interest. This is what I 
would have. There should not be, if I 
could, at one deep and kindly thrust, 
take from the purses of the opulent 
100,000 dollars, a vacancy in New 
England. I would then make another 
thrust, and there should not be a va- 
cancy in the State of New York. And 
by this time we should have disposed 
of every unsettled minister who is worth 
employing. And then press on the 
work of education, and simultaneously 
the work of domestic missions, till one 
state after another has its population 
supplied, and the last perishing immor- 
tal in our western wilds is sitting from 
Sabbath to Sabbath under the sound 
of the blessed gospel.’? [Or rather un- 
der the ministry of a New England 
educated priest. } 





[It seems then, that after the people 
jhave been prevailed on to give their mo- 
“ney to educate a host of priests, the writer 
of the foregoing would ‘thrust’ his hun- 
\dreds of thousands of dollars from the 
| pockets of our citizens to maintain these 
|| Same priests. No one acquainted with 





1 have made to do good, has been this. |, true christianity, and who would wish to 


I have not dared to obstruct any stream 


of charity, butchave diligently inquired, || 


|See it prosper in the world, would give 
much to supply the population of ou? 
country with pricsts from New England. 
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An educated priest from a Theological Se- |j ning to pour out in refreshing showers, 


minary, is more fit for any thing else than 
for inculcating the humble and self-deny- || 
ing doctrines of the christian religion. } 





[The following communication is re- 
ceived from the State of Maine. Although 


or rather in an ironical manner, yet thie |! 
facts disclosed will serve to show the lht- || 
tle benefit to be expected from the pre- 
sent system of training up young men to 
preach the Gospel. } 


. For the Reformer. 
{| As the happy millenium is, as we 
/ are told, near at hand, when the saints 
are to sade the earth, and the god 
of this world is to see himself le 
_to aman; it is but a just and righteous 
policy, for the clergy to begin to take 
»mammon by the horns; for as “ money 
+is the root of all evil,”’ to this their ef- 
“forts must be directed, if they would 
produce a radical change. I make this 
remark, merely to hint at the impro- 
riety of exposing every little “ pious 
fraud” to public ridicule, provided the 
end proposed be laudable; and to apolo- 
gize for some peculiar traits in the cha- 
racter of ONE of a praise-worthy ¢rio, 
whose unwearied exertions in the cause 
of christianity ought not to be kept in 

a corner. 

We have among a number of 
young men who have given up all for || 
the love of Christ. They left the fields 
of their old and decrepit fathers uncul- 
tivated, and deserted, in poverty and 
distress, the mothers who bare them; 
not doubting but God, who feeds the 
young ravens. would supply their ne- 
cessities. After numerous applications, 
with vouchers of their piety, to Edu- | 
cation Societies, Missionary Societies, 
and every charitable institution within 
their knowledge—after having ransack- 
ed the State in search of female sHirt 
and sTOCKING societies,—these pious 
young men have at length ended their 
seven years of collegiate and Ando- 
Verian probation, and are now begin- 








{| 
the writer handles the subject in a light |) 


[those superfluous vapours which they 


|, had abundantly absorbed. 


| I could give you numberless instan- 
ces of their meekness and humility,— 
'but one will suffice. So far have they 
‘been from aspiring after the honours 
‘of this world, that no one of them has 
lever sought or obtained, the smallest 
literary preferme nt. Abounding, how. 
ever, in faith, and rcollecting that 
| God had “chosen the weak and fool- 
ish to confound the wise,’’ they very 
sagely concluded they were Je hovah’s 
appointed instruments-——the wicegerents 
of Heaven,—and immediately offered 
themselves as candidates for the minis- 
itry. The good people of our village 
I(thanks to their disce ‘nment) imme- 
diately settled one of the most dog- 
matical of these modern apostles, whose 
labours and success in the vineyard of 
Christ, I have had the satisfaction of 
witnessing. In less than five weeks 
from the commencement of his labours 
he had the satisfaction of seeing eight 
antiquated spinsters added to his 
church. An unfortunate occurrence, 
| however, gave a sudden check to this 
reformation; for the good man present- 
ly embarked in a matrimonial specula- 
ition, to which he was incited by his 
love of souls. (Peut-etre.) 

Becoming acquainted (in his ex- 
changes with the parson of a neigh- 
bouring town) with a young lady of 
| great fortune, he very judiciously con- 
cluded her soul would be inevitably 
lost, unless some extraordinary mea- 
sures were taken for her conversion. 
Anxious to gather so precious a lamb 
|into the fold of Christ, and thinking 
of no expedient more likely to succeed, 
| he proposed, first to marry, and then to 
convert her at his leisure; but all his 
rhetoric could not induce her to ac- 
cept the proffered means of salvation. . 
Within the short space of one year, he 
has, with no better success, made pro- 
posals of marriage to no less than t/ree 
females on the better side of thirty, 
inot to mention a superannuated virgin 
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turned of fiftvy;*—probably, from the | 
same charitable motives,-—as each, and 
especially the time-stricken dame last. 
mentioned, possessed enough of this 
world’s goods to put her soul in ex-, 
treme jeopardy. The unregenerate | 
have raised the hue and cry of fortune\ 
hunter! fortune hunter! But as you,' 
Mr. Editor, have taken upon you the, 
task of correcting erroneous impres- 
sions, you cannot confer a greater fa-' 
vour upon the public, than to remind 
the Fair of their misconceptions, and 
inform them, that these conscientious 
gentlemen in black, although shame- 
fully scandalized as ‘‘ fortune hunters,”’ 
are perfectly disinterested, and piously 
seek their good. A. §S. 


SONS OF THE FOREST. 





New York Legislature—Mr. Filmore! 
presented this morning the following . 
petition from the Seneca Indians, which |, 
was referred to the Committee on In-} 


dian Affairs. 


To the Governor of the Council Fire at 
Albany. 








BrotHer,—About three years ago 
our friends of the Great Council Fire 
at Albany, wrote down in their book, 
that the priests of the white people 
should no longer reside on our lands, 
and told their officers to move them 
off whenever we complained. This was 
to us good news, and made our hearts 
glad; these priests had a long time 
troubled us, and made us bad friends 
and bad neighbours. After much dif- 
ficulty, we removed them from our 
lands, and for a short time have been 
quiet, and our minds easy. But we 
are now told that the priests have 
asked liberty to return; and that our 
friends of the Great Council Fire are 


*It is to be hoped, no one will be so 
uncharitable as to apply, in this case, the 
words of Hudibras to his mistress. 





** And such you are, nor is’t your person, 
My stomach’s set so sharp and fierce on; 
But *tis your better part, vour riches, 








That my enamour’d heart bewitches.”’ 





a 


about to blot from their book the law 
which they made, and leave their poor 
red brethren once more a prey to hun- 
gry priests. Brother, listen to what we 
say— These men do us no good ‘They 
deceive every body. They deny the 
Great Spirit which we and our fathers 
before us have looked upon as our Cre- 
ator. They disturb us in our worship; 
tell our children they must not believe 
like our fathers and mothers, and if 


_ they do, they will be burned forever 


in a great lake. They tell us many 
things which we do not understand 
and cannot believe. They tell us we 


-must be like the white people—but 


they are.lazy and wont work, nor do 


they teach our young men to do so. 
|The habits of our women are worse 
than they were before these men came 


Avsany, Feb. 16. | 


among us, and our young men drink 
more whiskey. We are willing to be 
taught to read and write, and work, 
but not by people who have done us 
so much injury. 

Brother—We wish you to lay before 
the Council Fire the wishes of your 
red brethren. We ask our brothers 
not to blot out the law which has 
made us peaceable and happy, and not 
to force a strange religion upon us. 
We ask to be let alone, and like the 
white people, to worship the Great 
Spirit as we think it best. We shall 
then be happy in filling the little space 
in life which is left us, and shall go 
down to our fathers in peace. 

Signed by Red Jacket, Green Blan- 
ket, Big Kettle, Robert Bob, Twenty 
Canoes Ist, Twenty Canoes 2nd, Capt. 
Snow, Two Guns, Doxtator, Bare 
Foot, Broad Head, Chief Warrior, 
Black Chief, Corn Planter, Elk Hunt- 
er, Bear Hunter, Fish Hook, John 
Sky, Blue Sky, Hot Bread, Black 
Snake, and several others. [ Nat. Gaz. 

[It is difficult to perceive what benefit 
can arise to the Indians, or to the cause 
of christianity, for the missionaries to en- 
deavour, by Legislative enactments, to 
force themselves on the premises of the 
Indians against their will and consent. Ht 
will be seen in our lust number that the 
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Indians have just cause of complaint; and 
the missionaries, if they want to do good 
among them, must secure their confidence 
by uprightness, honesty and fair dealing, 
and not evince such an eager desire to 
get their property.] 
NAVY CHAPLAIN. 
Extract from ‘* T'ravels through part of the 
United States and Canada in 1818 and 
1819. By John M. Duncan, 4. B.” 


“ New York, Jan. 4, 1819. Among 
the inmates of our boarding-house, 
while I resided here in summer, was a 
surgeon of the United States’ navy; a 
young man of mild and agreeable man- 
ners, correct deportment, and consider- 
able information. In 1815 and 1816, 
Dr. served in the Mediterranean. 
In the small squadron to which he was 
attached, there was a chaplain, whose 
history presents a sad picture of the 
neglected state of the poor sailors. 
This person commenced his career as 
an actor, but had been obliged to aban- 
don the stage in consequence of his ex- 
cessive dissipation. He next tried the 
army, but a very few months sufficed 
to make it disown him. Last of all 
he became accidentally acquainted with 
the commodore of the American squad- 
ron, a short time before it sailed from 
Boston, and his conversational and con- 
vivial talents having pleased the com- 
mander, he procured his appointment 
as chaplain, as there seemed to be no 
other office for which he was at all 
qualified. The ship’s crew were pro- 
bably pretty well pleased with their 
chaplain; he had tolerable literary ta- 
lents, could spout a pathetic passage 
with much effect, was not scrupulously 
bigoted to any creed, nor very unbend- 
ing on the score of moral restraint:— 
moreover he could sing a jovial song, 
played a good hand at whist, and never 
carried his love of retirement farther, 
if the officers knocked at his cabin 
door when it was not agreeable to him 
to turn out, than to swear a round oath 
and tell them that he was busy with 
his next Sunday’s sermon! a 














** While the squadron was in port at 
a small island, a British one arrived and 
lay for some time beside it. The Brit- 
ish squadron had no chaplain at all, 
and on Sabbath when the weather was 
good, and church rigged out in the 
American ship, some of the officers 
used to go on board and hear this 
worthy preach. It happened, while 
the fleets continued together, that an 
English lady on the island became 
dangerously ill, and expressed an ar- 
dent desire to have the sacrament ad- 
ministered to her, according to the 
ritual of her national church. Her 
husband being unable to find a chap- 
lain in the British fleet, came on board 
the American, and urgently intreated 
the reverend divine to go on shore and 
preform this office to the dying lady. 
Hardened as he was, however, he at 
first shrunk from it, and excused him- 
self by saying that he had never stu- 
died for the ministry, nor received or- 
dination, and that though he preached 
to the ship’s company, he had never 
exercised any other of the functions 
of a clergyman: The lady became 
gradually weaker, and in a few days 
her husband came again on board, and 
urged him so earnestly to comply with 
her request, that he at last consented— 
went on shore, administered the sacra- 
ment in the prescribed form to the 
poor expiring woman, and returning 
in the evening, sat down in the ward 
room with the officers, and got drunk 
before going to bed !”’ 


[Our modern priests, and periodical 
works, have lately had a good deal to 
say on the subject of supplying our Navy 
with pious chaplains! To expect any one 
possessed with a particle of genuine chris- 
tianity, will go on board a ship of war des- 
tined to destroy and kill men, as chap- 
lain, is out of the question, Hypocrites 
enough may be found, who will do this 
for the sake of gain, and to see foreign 
countries; but every true christian must 
shrink from a situation in which he will 
have to sanction, if not encourage, the 
slaughter and destruction of his fellov. 
beings. It is, moreover, none but hypo- 


erites, or men dead to any sense of true 
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christianity, that talk and write about 
supplying the Navy with pious chaplains. 
The object of the clergy appears to be to 
get young men (trained up in Theologi- 
cal Seminaries) on board all our vessels of 
war, in order that they may rule over the 
minds of men on the water as well as on 
land. ] 


{From the American Eagle.} 


DIALOGUE SECOND, 
Between the POPE and the PRINCE 
OF DARKNESS. 

Scene. —A room in the palace, called the 
Vatican, at Rome. The Pope sitting by 
a table with several pamphlets thereon. 


Enter Lucifer. 
Devit—Well Pontiff, have you the 


horrors again?) What have you here? 
David Daggett’s Address to the Bible 
Society! Dr. Griffins’? Address to the 
Education Society! Dr. Wayland’s 
«« Moral Dignity of Missions’! Dr. 
Porter’s Andover Sermon, &c. Ah! 
Pontiff, I have an Address or Tract in 
my bosom worth all these. But where 
did you get them? 

Port---L have faithful missionaries 
in America, who send me all these 
yankee ministers are doing to get cash 
and proselytes to their faith. 

Devir—And is it these which give 

ou the ennui and blue devils so bad? 

Pore—Why they, I see, use the 
same arts and artifices to get cash that 
my holy predecessors did when they 
got all christendom under them,—pre- 
tending it is to spread light, &c. Mo- 
ney, money, Sir, I find to be the /ever 
of this world. 

Devit—Yes; and I hitéh pride, 
ambition, and reliance on college learn- 
ing, on the end of the lever, But go 
on. 

Pore—Well, they get cash as fast 
as Leo X. did with Indulgencies, be- 
fore Luther flew in his teeth for it. 
Under so many sly, covert pretences 
too; so much hypocrisy, so many in- 
genious contrivances too, and— 

Devir—Enough, enough, Pontiff! 
if God was only with them in spread- 
ing the gospel, as I am in getting the 














cash, your empire, the Mahomedan, 
Bramin and Juggernaut empires would 
all have been prostrate before this— 
but I always command whenever cash 
is collected, or funds accumulated for 
the spread of the gospel; and think ye 
that I want to run out the Popish re- 
ligion? Not I. I only want to get the 
devil into the Protestants, as he has 
long been in the Popes and Papists, 
that I may have as plentifulea crop of 
them as of your’s. ‘True, cash is the 
lever; and this, with the weights be- 
fore mentioned, on the end, is my en- 
gine; and if 1 cannot, with this engine, 
people my regions with Protestants as 
fast as ever I have with the engine of 
Popes and Popery, then call me a 
booby, and no workman. 

This triple power engine has long 
been my object in America. In Eu- 
rope, Church and State have done the 
work for me; but in America | had 
to supply its place with some other, 
and J chose the engine above mention- 
ed. Could I have done better, Pontiff ? 
Church and State will soon be united 
there, Sir, with this engine. 

Porr—Never, never, Lucifer; their 
constitutions are too republican, too 
strong for that. 

Divit—What are their constitu. 
tions but an arm of wax—concentras 
tion of mind to a point, public opinion 
moulded like the potter’s clay? What 
is there to do but to corrupt that pub- 
lic feeling or opinion, foster their am- 
bition, nurture pride and vain glory, 
make them men-worshippers, and rely 
more on their demagogues than on 
principle—put a few million into the 
hands of some of their clergy—make 
the interest of these clergy and of their 
demagogues the same, and you will 
soon see the union of Church and 
State—a Hierarchy in America. 

Porr—No, never. The people are 
too enlightened. 

Devir—Why nearly one third will 
now do just as their clergy bid them; 





another third just as their demagogues 
tell them. Three-fourths of their eel 
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are now under their demagogue priests 
or their demagogue politicians. There 
is money enough now in the hands of 
my missionary clergy to control the 
principal part of the presses. And 
that digit you speak of, is not stronger 
than the pride and ambition | know of; 
and that 4Ag/t connected with that am- 
bition, is but so much “ moral power,”’ 
‘‘ physical force,’”’ in my hands. I tell 
you, Pontiff, with my triple engine, 
money, pride, &c. only get it heavy 
enough, and I can trip the world into 
heil 


Have your missionaries in America 


aaaniennenienes 


given you any political intelligence of 


jate ?——-But I can’t now stay to talk 
politics; 1 am too much engaged in 
the missionary cause. I have a mission- 
ary Address or Tract, written 10 years 
ago, in my bosom, and — 

Pore—Pray exhibit no more of your 
Missionary Tracts; I have seen enough 
now to make me delirious. 

Devit—Pshaw! do talk of those. 
I have here the father and mother of 
them all. They are nothing to my 
first. David Daggett’s! the Prussian 
Trenk said, that when his cousin, the 
Austrian Trenk, had lost his influence 
in the court of the Empress Maria 
Theresa, he resolved to become a holy 
scoundrel, that he might have that in- 
fluence in the conclaves of priests which 
he had lost in the courts of kings. — 
There’s Dr. Wayland’s, Dr. Griffins’, 
Dr. Porter’s, and— 

Pore—Well, call you them no- 
thing ? 

Devit—Why tolerable good. In 
Wayland’s, I got the clause in where 
he intimates that they can purchase 
salvation in heaven by giving money 
for missions. He was a Baptist Doctor 
of Divinity. This was a great point 
gained. Griffin, like a fool, over-shot 
the mark. He should not have pro- 
posed raising over 250,000. A fourth 
of a million was enough. With Por- 
ter, in his Andover Sermon, I had a 
terrible tug. _ The first half was a 
ternfic damper on the means used by 


Church missionaries to get money.— 
But assuming the shape of a spirit of 
light, I tickled his ear, and played 
round his heart, till I made him put 
down that these means * must be in- 
creased an HUNDRED FOLD,”’’ and that 
“the revenue of the Church must be in- 
creased,”? 1 tell you, Pontiff, there 
was joy in hell when that was pro- 
nounced in my new vatican at Ando- 
ver. But all these are but the sprouts, 
the mere shoots of the one published 
in Connecticut about ten years since. 
I was five years in bringing it about. 
But I cannot now stay to read it you, 
you have detained me so long, 
Porr—O yes, stay, stay. 
Devir—lI can’t. In Old England 
my missionary affairs go on well. But 
in America, except my Jew machinery, 
which plays to admiration, bringing in 
a hundred dollars a day, things look a 
little squally; particularly in New Eng- 
land. There, the Bramins in India 
imprisoning and putting in irons the 
missionaries who had been 20 years 
trying to convert them, has been a 
terrible cooler. The Secretary (at two 
thousand a year) of my Buard and 
Missionary Rooms at Boston, is at his 
wits end to smooth over matters, and 
show * how the pig eat the butter, 
and never greas’d his chops;”’ in other 
words, to show to the donors how /fty- 
four thousand could be expended ¢/is 
year, and no foreign mission sent out. 
One of the best lay saints on my whole 
Connecticut calendar, Cardinal Con- 
verse, has got mad at my starting an- 
other paper at Hartford. My old 
stand-by press in Hartford, has come 
out and accused some of my mission- 
ary divines with /ying. Think of that 
Master Pope! ‘That scratch-bite at 
Bantom, [American Eagle] and the 
Reformer, and Berean, and Telescope, 
and Plain Truth, before I killed it, and 
other papers, have all cast their green- 
eyed jealousy into the minds of the pub- 


lic, about my funds in the hands of the 








clergy. That Reformer was the first 
lof the gang who assailed my Church 
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missionary with the sword of the Gos- 
pel; and the others are now all at it 
by night and by day, as the old Re- 
formers were at your /oly ciurch in 
the 14th century. They scatter their 
seed as the wind bloweth in every di- 
rection. Most of the generous and 
good take one or another of their pa- 
pers—the stingy borrow them—the 
grovelling steal them. It seems as 
though the very birds of the air scat- 
tered their contents. Some of the cler- 
gy forbid their followers reading them, 
but this only makes them the fiercer— 
stolen bread being sweet to the taste. 
Two or three of these printers are as 
hell-daring and devil-defying, as you 
and I are heaven-daring and Christ- 
less! and others are taking courage. 
In the beginning of their opposition, I 
whispered in the ear of my missionary 
clergy and printers, never to publish 
one word they said, or let it be known 
to their tens of thoueands of readers, 
that there was any such thing as op- 
position to the system, or on what it 
was grounded. And so far this plan 
has done well; but some of our givers, 
not in the secret, begin to wonder wh 
they are not answered, if answered the 
can be, from the Bible. And I am at 
a great loss how to do it, and not have 
‘the remedy be worse than the dis- 
ease ;’’ for authority in the Bible, we 
really have no more for our system 
than your Holiness and your predeces- 
sors have for yours—But we must try. 
Good day to your Holiness. 
Pore—bBut I have some questions= 
Devit—I can’t stay now. Besides 
the troubles before mentioned, I have 
to prepare for my annual missionar 
FAIRS and CARNIVALS. That at Ban- 
tom [ Litchfield, Con.] is a great ob- 
ject with us. I last year spent three 
months, on and off, to prepare Board- 
man’s Address for that place. I had a 
hard wrestle with him also. As to Por. 
ter, I had to suggest that his throne 
at Andover would crumble to pieces 
if the money-getting MEANS were in the 
least relaxed, or one link in the chain 





—- me nd 


broken. So to Boardman, he bein 
proud, promising and ambitious, | had 
slyly to fan and flatter his heart with 
promises that he should soon be a Doc. 
tor of Divinity, and an officer under 
pay in my august Board of Foreign 
Missions. I at length succeeded to 
my heart’s content. He went for the 
whole! I must whisper hints for the 
next to be delivered Farewell Pontiff, 
I'll call again in a few weeks. 





For the Reformer. 
[Conumunicated from the State of New York.} 

It may not be amiss, at this event- 
ful period of our Republic, when our 
clergy of all denominations are making 
such vast strides towards aggrandizing 
their respective jierarchies, by means 
of societies and plans of various kinds 
to accumulate funds wherewith to mul- 
tiply hosts of clerical agents, like the 
Jesuits of old, in all departments of 
Church and State throughout the 
Union; to exhibit by way of caution 
to the Legislative authorities in our 
land, that they may be on the alert to 
watch and curb those bands of aspiring 
men, lest peradventure the same scenes 
which have formerly, and are yet act- 
ing in some parts of the old world, 
may, at some future hour, be put in 
practice among us. 

It cannot have escaped the forecast 
of the intelligent part of the commu- 
nity, that should the monied clerical 
aristocracies unite their power and in- 
flueuce under one dynasty—call it Con- 
gress, College, Universal Church, or 
Pope,* the reign of such Popery would 
be worse than that of the Church of 
Rome, because this Protestant power 
would be more knowing and more 
hypocritical. 

Said a great statesman, “ The power 
of grace, and the want of power, are the 
two only things that prevent men from 
being tyrants.” We know by sad ex- 





* There were a greater number of sects 
united under the Pope, than now exist in 








the United States,—and some of them 
cherishing a deadly hatred against others. 
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perience, that in regard to the first of | 
these p’ opositions, our clergy are to be 
feared—let us then take care that they 
shall still want the latter. | 
If we may believe historians—Pope | 
Julius, in seven years, was the occasion |; 
of the slaughter of 200,000 christians. » 
The massacre in France, begun on), 
St. Bartholomew’s day, cut off 100,000 |, 
in three months. i 
In the persecutions of the Albigen- || 
ses aid Waldenses, 1,000,000 lost their | 
lives. 
In thirty or forty years from the | 
rise of the Jesuits, 900,000 perished. 
The Duke of Alva boasted that, by' 
the hangman alone, he put 36,000 to | 
death | 
| 

| 








Vergerius affirms that the Inquisi- 
tion, in 30 years, destroyed 150,000. 
Wesley, in his notes, says, some, 


have computed that throughout three- | 
fourths of the (old) world, in the) 


testants perished. 

In England, many suffered at the 
stake; and even in New England, some | 
were hanged, and otherwise suffered | 
under the pious hands of the Plymouth 
Pilgrims or their descendants. 

The Spaniards murdered on the con- 
tinent of America, 12 millions of the 
natives, and totally depopulated the! 
West India Islands. These acts were 
sanctioned by their priests. H. I. 





CHURCH AND STATE. 
Should any yet entertain doubts of a’ 


desire on the part of the clergy, in this; 
country, to unite Church and State, | 
they need only be referred to the peti- 
tions and bills presented by them and 
their partisans to the Legislature of 
New York. Among these is a petition 
to stop navigation on the Erie Canal 
on Sundays; a bill to prohibit the erec- 
tion or opening of any Theatre within 
two miles of any Christian church; and 





What have the clergy or their agents 
to do with any earthly Legislature or 


1 Government, to ger laws enacted for 
| enforcing religious observances by civil 


penalties, or for the furtherance of other 
objects by means of power and force? 
There is nothing in the New Testa- 
ment, or in the example and practice 
of Christ and his apostles, to sanction 
this resort to temporal power to aid 
the cause of Christianity. Says the 
Apostle—* The weapons of our war- 


| fare are not carnal, but mighty through 


God to the pulling down of strong 
holds; casting down imaginations, and 
every high thing that exalteth itself 
against the knowledge of God, and 
bringing into captivity every thought to 
the obedience of Christ.”? Our proud, 
pompous and mercenary clergy, having 
no such weapons, and possessing none 
of that power with which the apostles 
were endowed, are fain to apply to an 
arm of flesh for assistance. But let us 
look at the abuses which have grown 
out of such a measure in other coun- 
tries, and the oppression and misery 
endured by millions, by reason of this 
combination of Church and State. 

If the clergy apply to the Legis- 
lature for enactments to enforce one 
thing, they may another; and by and 
by, should they meet with no repulse, 
we may expect to see them applying 
to the Leypislature for the suppression 
of some obnoxious sect, or a regular 
assessment for the support of priests. 

The precedent established by these, 
petitions and bills, must have an inju- 
rious tendency; for the clergy have no 
stopping place—there is no bounds to 
their ambitious desires. They begin 
first with some plausible measure as an 
entering wedge, and the business then 
proceeds regularly on. When one ob- 
ject is obtained, others are presented, 
and urged with equal zeal, and set 
forth with greater plausibility than be- 





a contemplated law to enable the mis- 





sionaries to establish themselves on the. 


lands of the Indians against their will, 
and consent. 


fore—till at length matters have pro- 
ceeded too far to return back or resist 
any of their demands. 

Such has been their course in every 
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country when patromised by govern- 
ment—and such, no doubt, is their an- 
ticipated success in this, from the be- 
ginning they have already made, and 
the countenance they have received. 

Some of the papers in the State of 
New York yet venture to speak out— 
but whether they are to be listened to, 
or ultimately to be silenced or put 
down, time must show. From these 
papers a few extracts will be made. 

A writer in the Hamilton Recorder, 
speaking of the petition for prohibit- 
ing navigation on the Erie Canal on 
Sundays, observes ;— 

“Great have been the exertions of 
a nominally Christian clergy, to have 
what they call the Christian Religion 
established by law, in whole or in part. 
One evidence to the above truth, are 
petitions to the Legislature of the State 
of New York, to prevent boats naviga- 
ting the Canal on the Christian Sab- 
bath, or the first day of the week. If 
the Legislature should comply with 
such petitions, they would establish 
the Christian religion above all other 
religions in the State, in opposition to 
the third section of the seventh article 
of the Constitution—Did [ say that 
they would establish the Christian re- 
hgion? JI recall my assertion—the 
Christian religion cannot be establish- 
ed by earthly beings, because it is not 
of this world. John xvin. 36. There- 
fore in making a law that the boats 
should not go on the Canal on the 
first day ot the week, the Legislature 
would only establish sectarism under 
the Christian name—it would annex a 
penalty to the breach of a supposed 
institution of Christ, which is an ex- 
clusive right of Christ alone to do. I 
said it would establish sectarism under 
the Christian name, because the Qua- 
kers, who are a peaceable people in 
society, profess to believe thai there is 
no distinction of days under the insti- 
tutions of Christ; and I must confess 
that they have many arguments from 
scripture for their belief, at least as 
plausible, or more so, than their ad- 


versaries have for many things which 
they profess to believe —I don’t say, 
in arguments respecting the keeping 
of the first day of the week as a Sab. 
bath; for I myself conscientiously be. 
lieve that I am under moral obligation 
to keep the first day of the week. [ 
have also complied with this dictate 
of conscience, voluntarily, on journeys, 
staying at inns till the Christian Sab- 
bath was past. But I am totally op- 
posed to disturbing the Quakers in the 
full and free enjoyment of their liber- 
ty of conscience, by trying to prevent 
them, by coercive measures, from doing 
any business on the Sabbath, which 
does not attack the rights of their fel- 
low-citizens. Yea, I do not wish to 
infringe the liberty of conscience of a 
Jew, a Deist, or a Mahometan, by ma- 
king any law that would disturb them 
in the peaceable enjoyment of their re- 
ligious creeds. I am opposed to any 
law that would have the least tendency 
to restrain any one in their religious 
opinions, or would force them to do 
any thing which should comply with 
the religious opinions of others. 

«¢] have, it 1s true, a benevolent de- 
sire to convince my neighbour what is 
right, and try to influence him, by 
sound arguments, to believe and do 
that which will meet with divine ac- 
ceptance. When I do this, I have 
done my duty to my neighbour; but 
I cannot wish him to be fined in con- 
sequence of his not acting agreeable to 
my faith and religious practice. 

“<I firmly believe, that a deep laid 
plan of an avaricious clergy to establish 
their religion, by which they may be 
aggrandized, hath laid the foundation 
for them to wish the Legislature to 
make a law to keep any Sabbath day, 
either Jewish or Christian.” 

Another paper, printed at Albany, 
contains the following remarks relative 
to the bill for prohibiting the erection 
or opening of any Theatre within two 
miles of any Christian church: — 

“A Birue Law—There is now, we 








are informed, a proposition before the 





















































































' of Vice and Immorality in the State 


» hibits the erection or opening of any 
© Theatre within two miles of any Chris. 
» tian church in this State! * 
; containing this provision was lately got 


- public amusements? The finger of the 


_ coats, who have lately been so officious |' 


lately been formed in the heart of our 
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Legislature, which, to say the least of 
it, is of a novel character. It is a bill 
entitled, “An Act for the Suppression 


of New York.”? One clause of it pro- 


The bill 


up in the Senate. 

“ 'I’o speak of the general merits of 
this bill, leaving all selfish considera- 
tions out of the question—By what 
authority shall our legislators attempt 
to prescribe laws to us, regulating, 
curtailing, or preventing our harmless 


Jesuit is in it. It is another of those 
attempts which have lately been so fre- 
quent to give a supremacy to priest- 
craft. It comes from those pious black 


in state affairs. It is of a piece with 
that new ** Holy Alliance’? which has 


country, and from which emanated the |' 
numerous petitions now lying on the ta- 
bles of our Legislature, to prevent the 
running of canal boats on the Sabbath. 
These petitions have been got up, it is 
well known, solely by priests and their 
obsequious lacquies; and it is also well 
known, that they are using every en- 
deavour to enchain the minds of our 
countrymen in the same species of 
thraldom that the bigoted and misera- 
ble slaves of priestcraft are in some 
foreign countries. It is a connecting 
link of that chain with which those 
priests and persecuting bigots who as- 
sociate together in a binding and un- 
hallowed league, under the plausible 
names of Bible Societies, Tract So- 
cieties, Missionary Societies, &c. would 
bind us. They have even gone so far 
as to impose upon an enlightened and 
prominent officer of our State govern- 
ment, and induced him to recommend 
the introduction of their ¢racts into the 





* The bill has passed the Senate, after 
excepting the cities of New York and Al- 


common schools under his superintend- 
ance! When things come to this pass, 
is it not time for us to pause and lock 
around us? Is it not time for us to re- 
flect upon the probable issue of these 
mighty strides towards religious despot- 
ism, and endeavour, by a bold and man- 
ly resistance, to avert the impending 
calamity? 

“We must cut a pretty figure in 
the eyes of our sister States! No won- 
der that the influence of New York is 
lost in the councils of the nation, when 
snot oue of her senators is possessed of 
independence enough to oppose the 
giant strides of priestcraft and hypo- 
ciisy at home. Of what materials are 
legislators, in these days, composed— 
of what minds are they possessed—~ 
and who are the majority of their con- 
Istituents? If they are the cringing 
sycophants, the pliant slaves and de- 
‘voted worshippers of Missionaries and 
| Missionary Societies, then farewell to 
‘the liberties of our country—farewell 
to those rights and privileges that are 


'so essentially necessary to the happiness 
‘of mankind.” 








For the Reformer. 
The * Religious Advocate and Mis 


sionary Intelligencer,” edited by A. 
Blanchard, A. "M. formerly published 
at Saratoga, is now published in Ro- 
chester, N. Y. ‘This periodical is as 
stupidly devoted to missionary matters 
as when published at Saratoga. The 
I:ditor once published a Report of a 
Domestic Missionary Society, which, 
among other things, asserted that there 
were 18,116 souls in the county of Al- 
bany, WHOLLY destitute of the means of 
salvation! His Address on recommen- 
cing his labours, Jan. 1, 1825, is over- 
flowing with the missionary spirit. He 
says “the great missionary establish- 
ment in which the Christian world is 
engaged, promises a revenue of bless- 
ings to the Heathen world, and glory 
to the Son of God.”? He should have 


said, this ‘* establishment’? promised 








Bany from the operation of the act.—{ Ed. 





mammon and power to the clergy en- 
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gaged in these operations—as I see in 
a subsequent number of his paper, the 
missionaries in one of the South Sea 


Islands have formed a missionary so- | 


ciety, and had * 900 bamboos of oil 
for the first years subscriptions.” 

Mr. Blanchard, it appears, has “ la- 
boured more than two years in con- 
ducting a public Journal, and his views 
are the result of much inquiry, investiga- 
tion and experience.” As a specimen 
of his vast inquiry and experience, take 
the following, which he cHARITABLY 
places on the shoulders of those who 
from honest principle oppose the beg- 
gars in black. “It is twenty years 
too late for infidels and haters of God 
and his Son to oppose the cause of 
missions.’’ ‘The Man of Sin is too 
late in his attempts to overthrow a 
work so full of benefit, so full of good- 
ness and true charity, so full of EVENT- 
FUL consequences, so much /ike the Son 
of God.’’!!! « The work of missions 
will never stop, until the millenial morn 
shall burst upon the world. It is a 
work by the appointment of Jesus.” 

This man’s inquiry and experience 





must be limited indeed, or his assertion 
is wilful, that the modern organized 
system of missionating,—the modern 
method of manufacturing and sending 
out priests, is “full of goodness and 
true charity,’ “so much like the Son 
of God” !! Can this man of such ex- 
tensive inquiry, show us in what coun- 
try our Saviour or his Apostles set the 





example of collecting for their own use, | 
*¢ Bamboos of QOil,’”? “ Arrow Root,” 
* Cattle,” and “Money”? In what 
country did they demand a price for the 
Gospel? When did they besiege old 
women, kitchen maids, and grown up 
boys, for more money? Did they ever 
say ‘money is the sinews of missions’? 
How far beneath the dignity of an 
Apostle, are the mean and selfish ar- 
tifices used by modern manufactured 
priests, the world over, to get money. 
Are there greater “ infidels and haters 
ef God and his Son’ in christendom, 





than those who artfully endeavour to! 





—— 


amalgamate their missionary, money. 
getting schemes, with those dignified, 
holy, and heavenly works of our Lord 
and his disciples? I trow not. Were 
Simon Magus now on earth among his 
children, he would no doubt be as. 
tonished at their wisdom. Luke. 
Niagara County, Nels 


FOR THE REFORMER. 

Extracts from ‘* A memoir of the Ecclesias. 
tical establishment in Russia.’ By Robert 
Pinkerton.” 

“The secular clergy are engaged in 
laborious duties. The service of the 
church is laborious, and the ceremonies 
complicated and the services of exces- 
sive length, and performed three times 
per day. This leaves the clergy but 
little time to study.’’* 

‘«‘ The clergy are exempted from all 
civil taxes and corporal punishments, 
even in the case of committing capital 
crimes; ard are permitted to hold 
lands.”? [And of course, to hold the 
people also, who are sold and bought 
with the land, as the stock of cattle, 
&c. are with the farms in this coun- 
try. | 


“The service of the Church is con- 





* In the January number of the Reform- 
er, L observed a favourite comment on the 
phrase, beaten oil. This has often been 
made to be the figure to denote a cler- 
gvyman’s well studied sermon during the 
week, to be read from, or rehearsed off, 
his book. A dialogue was once held, 
thus:— 

Clergyman.—Our sermons should be 
well studied, that we might not come in- 
to the sanctuary with unbeaten oil. 

Layman.—Then I suppose the more 
your oi [sermon] is beaten, the better? 

Clergyman.—C ertainly. 

Layman.—W ell then, suppose you were 
to get oil [a sermon] that had been before 
beaten [studied] by another, and give ita 
second beating? 

Now, any school boy may sce that it 
was not the or (Exod. xxvii. 20) that was 
to be beaten or pressed, but the OrivEs.— 
Moreover, not the Priests, but ‘* the Chil- 
dren of Israel were commanded to furnish 
the clear oil expressed trom Olives, for the 
lamp to be kept burning continually in 
the tabernacle of the testimony.” 





¥ 


e7 
; , 


THE REFORMER. 


61 








tained in upwards of 20 vols. folio.— 
The Gospels are always read slowly; 
the rest of the service, on account of 
its extraordinary length, is hurried over 
with a rapidity which renders it unin- 
telligible.” 

«At the head of the Holy Legisla- 
tive Synod, there is always a layman. 
This most honourable post is filled at 
present by Prince Alexander Gallitzen, 
who is also minister for foreign confes- 


| © sions, and president of the St. Peters- 
«burgh Bible Society. The whole affairs 


of the Church, temporal and spiritual, 
are vested in the Holy Synod.” 
“The sanctified oil is a mystery,*** 


"used in sickness *** According to the 


ritual, it requires seven priests to per- 


© form it, each of whom, in the course 


of the prayers, with a twig, upon the 
end of which is a little oiled cotton, 
anoints the sick on the chief parts of 
the body; but this mystery is now ad- 


" ministered, by fewer priests, for in the 


country it is dificult to collect the 
number stated in the regulations.”’ 
«© A sect in Russia, called Dubhorsti, 


affirm that every external rite in regard 


to salvation, is of no avail whatever; 


' and that the outward Church, in con- 


sequence of her corruption, is now be- 


7 come a den of thieves.” 


These are a very interesting people; 
and it is to be hoped that this /ittle 
leaven, in the midst of this vast em- 
pire, may shortly be made to /eaven tie 
wiiole lump. A. B. 

ENGLISH CLERGY. 
[From the Birmingham (Eng.) Gazette.) 

Forest or Arpen.—On Monday, 
[ Aug. 9, 1824] the Woodmen of Ar- 
den commenced holding their Grand 
Annual Wardmote, when the Master 
Forester’s Gold Medal was shot for, 
and won by the Rev. T. C. Adams; 
and the Senior Verderer’s Silver Medal 
was won by James Beck, Esq.; H.C. 
Adams, Esq. being Lieutenant of the 
Target. On Wednesday, the Silver 
Arrow was shot for, at 9 score yards, 
and won by the Rev. Charles Palmer. 











{On Friday, the Silver Bugle Horn was 
‘shot for, at 114 score yards, and won 


‘by the Rev Kichard Boultbee. 


The 
Digbean Gold Medal, Optime merenti, 
was adjudged to the Rev. C. Palmer, 
as Captain; and the Digbean Silver 
Medal, Bene merenti, to the Rev. T. C. 
Adams, as Lieutenant of Numbers.— 
The fortunate Ladies in the Lottery 
were, Miss Laura Steward, who drew 
the Gold Arrow; and Miss Harriet 
Skipwith, who drew the Gold Bugle. 
The Countess of Aylesford present- 
ed to the Society a pair of beautifully 
chased silver-gilt Cups, design an Acorns 
on a stand of Oak leaves; one to be giv- 
en for the shot nearest to the centre of 


ithe Gold on Wednesday, and the other 


for the shot nearest to the centre of the 
Gold on Friday. On the former day, 


ithe prize was won by the Rev. Joha 
Clavering, and on the latter by 


the 
Honourable Daniel Finch. The balls 
on Wednesday and Friday, at the 
Forest Hall, were fashionably, though 
not so numerously attended as on some 
former occasions. 


[From the same paper.] 

On Tuesday evening the Lord Bish- 
op of the Diocese arrived at the Royal 
Hotel in this town, accompanied by 
two of his Chaplains, for the purpose 
of holding a Confirmation; and on the 
following morning, about ten o’clock, 
his Lordship, attended by a numerous 
body of Clergy and Laity, proceeded 
to St. Philip’s Church, where upwards 
of thirteen hundred young persons had 
assembled, and were in due form ad- 
mitted to that ordinance. On Thurs- 
day morning his Lordship inspected 
St. George’s Church and St. Paul’s 
Chapel. On Friday the Bishop con- 
firmed a large number of young per- 
sons, and held his Visitation at Coles- 
hill, The Rev. Laurence Gardner, 
D. D. Rector of St. Philip’s, in this 
town, preached on the occasion an 
energetic and eloquent discourse on 
Romans, xvi. 17,—** Now I beseech: 
you, brethren, mark them which cause 
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divisions and offences contrary to the 
doctrine which ye have learned, and 
avoid them’’—a text, in the discussion 
of which, while the Reverend Gentle- 
man recommended to his clerical bre- 
thren a spirit of personal kindness to- 
wards those who materially differ from 
them in religious opinion, he urged in 
the strongest terms the duty of giving 
no countenance, either directly or in- 
directly, to any opponents of the doc- 
trines of the Established Church. The 
sermon was followed by a Primary 
Charge from the Bishop, in which, af- 
ter illustrating the wisdom and modera- 
tion that distinguish the Church of 
England, and setting forth the admira- 
ble provision afforded in her ordinances 
and constitution, for the spiritual wel- 
fare of her members, he adverted to the 
corresponding duties of her Ministers. 
The whole charge, equally comprehen- 
sive in its design and elegant in its 
composition, was delivered in a manner 
so impressive, that we do not wonder 
at his Lordship being unanimously so- 
licited by his clergy to print it. 








BISHOP RAVENSCROFT. 

** Sermon on the Church, delivered before 
the Annual Convention of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church of North Carolina. By 
the Right Rev. J. S. Ravenscroft, DD.” 


Such is the title of a pamphlet 


which has lately been sent to us by a 
friend at Baltimore. This Sermon is 
a thorough church-going production, 
in which the author (a Bishop of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in North 
Carolina) attempts to set forth his own 
community (as far as is consistent with 
his purpose) to be “the pillar and 
ground of the truth;” and all other 
religious communions are represented 
as strange pastures, erected by human au- 
thority, and to acknowledge them, we 
are told, will “encourage the growth 
of infidelity and impiety.”? His own 
alone is Christ’s visible Church on 
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round on which there is any founda. 
tion for faith to rest upon, any assu. 
rance of hope in the revealed mercy 
of God.”” * For,” says he, “I am yet 
to learn where a promise of God, to 
fallen man is to be found, that is not 
limited on the previous condition, that 
he be a member of Christ’s visible 
Church upon earth.”’ 

A few extracts will serve to show 
the nature and bearing of this arro- 
gant production. Speaking of the time 
when the Episcopal Clergy abandoned 
their flocks out of an adherence to the 
cause of Great Britain in the revolu- 
tionary contest, or more particularly on 
account of having their 16,000 pounds 
of tobacco taken from them, &c. the 
Bishop remarks: . 


‘*The long period during which the 
people were deprived of the services of 
the sanctuary, [Episcopal services] could 
not fail to operate injuriously. We gra- 
dually forget our dearest friends, my bre- 
thren, when removed from all intercourse 
with them. We soon seck to form new 
connexions, and we cleave to them the 
closer, perhaps, because of previous pri- 
vation. And thus it fared with the Church. 
(Episcopal Church.] Multitudes, who 
would never have deserted the fold, were 
forced by want and privation into strange 
pastures. {Methodist societies, Baptist so- 
cieties, &c.] Still greater numbers have 
grown up in ignorance of her claims, and 
even of her existence; while the pride of 
opinion, reluctance to acknowledge an 
error, {in leaving the Episcopal Church] 
and the modern fallacies of liberality in 
religious opinion, and equal safety in all 
religious denominations, keep back many 
who once enjoyed the benefit of her sound 
and safe ministrations, and bid fair to es- 
tablish the notion, that no religious pro- 
fession is necessary. Thus demonstrating, 
| by experience, that in proportion as you 

















| weaken the vital doctrine of the visible 


| unity of the Church of Christ, by acknow- 
|, ledging communions erected by human 


‘authority, you encourage the growth of 
‘infidelity and impiety. And it requires 
‘but a fair consideration of the effects 
i which have followed the divisions among 
christians, and the consequent adoption 


I of liberal opinions, to demonstrate the 


ah whe 
earth, ** her miuistrations”’ are ** sound ; - 

i "fo? and the representation hich {| @a7mins fact, that if the Church of God 
ong fase, oe pee Walch | may be found every where, it will soon be 


he gives us of this church is “the only i sought no where. [What a singular stute- 
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ment.] Indifference to religion, is the in- 
evitable result of such pestilent notions— 
and this is the sum total of gain from this 
30 much boasted system of liberal opi- 
nions.” 


It is doubtful whether the Pope of 
Rome is more exclusive or intolerant 
in his religious sentiments, than this 
North Carolina Bishop. If temporal 
power were vested in his hands it 1s 
easy to perceive what would be the 
fate of every religious community in 
this country, except the one to which 
he belongs. 

The text selected for this sermon, 
was from Amos, 7th chap. verse 8th, 
latter clause. ‘ By whom shall Jacob 
[the Episcopal Church] arise? for he 
is small.’”’ ‘The publisher of a second 
edition of the sermon, thus remarks 
concerning it in his advertisement: 

‘‘ It is a production of such uncom- 
mon excellence, that the publisher of 
this edition thought that he could not 
render a greater service to the Church, 
than by affording every faithful mem- 
ber of it an opportunity of procuring 
a copy.’’ 

We could wish we had room for 
more lengthy extracts from this dis- 
course, but must conclude with the 
following brief paragraphs: 

** That Jacoh may arise as Jacob, it is es- 
sential that the doctrines and worship pre- 
scribed in the articles and hturgy of the 
Church, be faithfully preached and ad- 
hered to by all of her communion. ‘The 
importance and ctheacy of authorised min- 
istrations, of valid sacraments, must be 
elucidated and confirmed, by the analo- 
gies which govern men in temporal 
things, and by the method so demonstra- 
bly resorted to by God himself, both un- 
der the law and under the gospel, to give 
certainty and assurance to men in things 
so unspeakably important. These are the 
points to be presented to our people, to 
be pressed upon the understandings and 
the feelings of cur hearers, that they may 
learn to estimaie amght their privileges; 
and valuing, to cleave to them. 

“That Jucoh {the Episcopal Church] 
may arise in his true character, a stead- 
fast and uniform adherence to the liturgy 
and offices of the Church, as set forth in 
the Book of Common Prayer, and admin- 








istration of the sacraments, must be ob- 
served. In this duty, it is my happiness 
to believe; that you, my reverend bre- 
thren, are found faithful. As honest men, 
independent of your christian character, I 
could expect no less. But in this liberal 
and latitudinarian age, this duty is some- 
times rendered painful, by the wish to 
yield in some degtce to the prejudices of 
a mixed congregation; and by the hope, 
that conforming in this respect, they may 
be won over. In aid of this dereliction 
of duty, the points objected, are artfully 
represented as things indifferent in thein- 
selves, and therefore to be yielded in 
fayour of christian fellowship. All. ths, 
however, is mere preterice; for if they 
are points really indifferent, the fault must 
ever be with those whto, on such grounds, 
separate themselves from what never can 
be viewed with indifference bv any serious 
person. And whatever pretences may be 
urged, they are fallacious, and proved to 
be so by experience. For whatever the 
principle of accommodation may be capa- 
ble in other things, it has ever failed in 
points of religious dissent—and [am vet 
to learn, in what instances the surrender 
of principles, or even of distinctive points, 
has profited those who have tried the dan- 
gerous experiment.” 


RETROSPECTIVE THEOLOGY. 
Extract of a Letter from a Presbyterian 


minister in the Stute of New Jersey, to 
his friend in this city. 


‘* Dean Sin,—If received a letter from 
you dated the 17th inst. together with a 
pamphlet written by Ezra S. Ely of your 
city. Onthe receipt of this work, I was 
induced, by the quaintness of its title, 
(never before having heard of retrospective 
theology) immediately to read it over. 

‘‘'The writer surely does not aim to 
instruct our minds and to improve our 
hearts, but to tell us how ue would eter- 
nally dispose of certain persons among the 
living and the dead. Now this exhibition 
to the public eye of his private judgment 
is not called for—and so far from being 
interesting to us, it is, in fact, not worth a 
straw. 

** Dr. Ely writes in the beginning of his 
‘Retrospective Theology,’—‘If Bunyan 
dreamed when he wrote Pilgrim’s Pro- 
geress, then let me be deemed a dreamer 
also.” But these writers differ so much 
in their manner of dreaming, and in their 
dreams, that while we approve the one 
we must condemn the other. 

** It is true, John Bunyan, whose mind 
had been deeply exercised in religion, 
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wrote an 4llegory. In this popular work, 
however, Bunyan lets persons alone; 
limits his pen to the description of various 
churacters, such as are found to exist in the | 
christian world. He speaks of ‘ Faithful,’ 
of * Talkative,’ of ‘ Fearful,’ of ‘ Little 


i 


Faith,’ of ‘ Courageous,’ &e. Ke. leaving | 


it to his readers to apply the characters 
thus described, by the operations of their 
own consciences in the sight of God. But 
Dr. Ely is not so judicious—He occupies 


what Bunyan would call ‘the Mount of) 


Presumption.’ He discourses of persons— 
he determines, so far as he can do it, their | 
eternal state—he places some in heaven, 
and he fixes others,whose names he might | 
Just as well have written out, in hell. — 
‘This is not doing what his Master sent him 
to do, nor what he authorized him to do. | 


| 


Ee is assuming the prerogative of the Al-| 


nite Righteousness’ in his own hand—He 
dares ‘to open and shut,’ 
pressly told by the Lord Jesus, ‘7 have 
the kevs of death and of hell.” Now, I 


think that other employment than this! 
ter suit one who dwells ‘in al 


would be 
house of clay,’ and who is 
crushed before the moth.’ ” 


‘soon to be 


GENERAL JACKSON. 
A Baltimore paper states:—‘‘ General 
‘Xackson and his family arrived here yes- 
terday morning and took lodgings at Bar- 
num’s. On Friday evening [March 11} he 
attended a ball given in honour of his ar- 
mival, and he was to attend the theatre on 
“Saturday night.” 
Another Baltimore paper of a later date 
contains the following: 
** The ball and supper given to General 
fackson on Friday evening, were attend- 
ed by the beauty and fashion of our city; 
taste and elegance were evident in all the 
arrangements. It was much regretted that 
indisposition prevented Mrs. Jackson from 
being present. 
** On Saturday an elegant collation was 
given by the committee of arrangement 
at Mr. Barnum’s long room. In the even- 
ing the General acceded to an earnest re- 
quest to visit the theatre. A box for his 
accommodation was splendidly decorated. 
The house was crowded in every part, 
and he was received by a general burst 
of applause. The box was appropriately 
decorated with the American flag, taste- 
fully disposed in folds, medallion designs, 
bordered with wreaths of oaken leaves, 
and a wreath of laurel suspended in front, 
for his a. 
fhe foregoing extracts would not have 


when he is ex-| proceed to New York for the purpose of 
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ibeen given were it not that our Presby- 
he | 


terian ‘* Divines” and Editors have set 
forth the General as ‘‘not far from the 
kingdom of heaven”—‘‘ propounded to 
be received into their church’”’—“ a friend 
to the preachers,” &c. &c. Whatever of 
Presbytertanism Gen. Jackson may haye 
had before the late election, he seems 
to have pretty much shaken it off by this 
time. 

A meeting was held at the City Hall, 
New York, on the evening of March 11th, 
for the purpose of forming a ** National 
Tract Society,” to have the seat of its op- 
erations in that city. We learn from the 
Boston Recorder, that previous to this 
meeting, a Constitution and list of Offi. 
cers had been mutually agreed on by the 


; x 'Board of the New York Tract Society 
mighty—He takes ‘the Balance of Infi-)| . 


and the Arent of the American f Andover} 
Tract Society, who was commissioned to 


entering into negotiations on the subject. 
It appears, then, that this great ‘ National’ 
work has been carried into effect. It is 
now proposed to erect a building in New 
York for this society, at an expense of on- 
ly 20,000 dollars, instead of 50,000 dollars 
as first contemplated. 12,500 dollars have 
already been obtained for the purpose, 
More on this subject in our next. 


A pamphlet, under the following title, 
has just been published in this city. 

** An Interpretation of the Rev. Dr. E. 8. 
Ely’s Dream; or a few cursory Remarks 
upon his ‘ Retrospective Theology.’ ” 


We have only been able to glance over 
its pages—but find that the ‘* D. D.” and 
his ** Retrospective Theology,” are handled 
with severity. The publication may be 
had at I, Pugh’s bookstore, corner of Race 
and Third streets. Price 124 cents. 

Errata—In the hurry of getting out our 
last number several errors occurred, two 
of which require correction, and may rea- 
dily be done with a pen. On the first leaf, 
2nd column, instead of ** 5,000,000” read 
** 5000.” Page 34, ist column, 16th line 
from bottom, instead of “could not spare” 
read “ could spare.” 


*.* Several articles intended for this 
number, are necessarily delayed. : 








~ The Reformer is printed on the first of each 


month, at one dollar a year. Letters to be ad- 
dressed and payment made, to T. R. GATES, 
Proprietor and principal Editor, No. 290, North 
Third Street, Philadelphia. Numbers can be 
supplied from the commencement of the works 
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